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ST. HILARY PALS REUNITE AS DOCTORS
Dr. Christine Bacha, chief resident at Akron Children’s Hospital, still 
hangs out with her grade school friends. She can’t help it. She sees 
them every day at work. 

Five current residents at Children’s, including Bacha, are graduates of 
St. Hilary, a K-8 Catholic school of about 600 students in Fairlawn. Two 
more St. Hilary alums recently graduated from the hospital’s residency 
program, making a cozy group of seven out of about 60 residents. 
They are the same vintage, ranging in age from their late 20s to early 
30s.

“We all knew each other at school. We were in the same class or had 
siblings in each other’s classes. Our families knew each other,” said 
Bacha.”

They all went their separate ways after St. Hilary. Bacha went to Walsh 
Jesuit High School in Cuyahoga Falls, then on to the University of 
Notre Dame for college and The University of Toledo for medical 
school.

But now they find themselves back together. They run into each 
other in the halls and stop to either joke around or seek each other’s 
opinions. 

When Dr. Nicole Shovlin puts on the mantle of chief resident next year, 
it will be the fourth consecutive year a St. Hilary grad has had the title.

“It tells you a lot about the Akron area that we all came back home,” 
said Bacha. “We’re lucky to be able to work at a superb hospital in the 
hometown we love.”

curriculum will have prepared 
them—they’ll attend with more 
career knowledge than the 
typical high school graduate. 
The Early College High School, 
which allows students to earn 
college credits while completing 
high school, is for those on a 
firm college track.

The business partnerships 
are diverse and range from 
support of entire academies 
to equipment donation. Metro 
RTA is giving every academy 
student a bus pass so they can 
get to jobs and internships 
without having to worry about 
transportation.

Below is a list of the schools, the 
academies and their corporate 
partners (where determined). 
By school year starting in 2019, 
all will be fully launched.

Firestone Community  
Learning Center (CLC)
Kent State University (KSU) Academy 
of Advanced Technology and 
Comprehensive Engineering

KSU University Academy of Design

KSU Academy of Performing Arts
Akron Children’s Hospital Academy of 
Health and Human Service

Academy of Global Technology and 
Business

East CLC 
Bridgestone Academy of Applied 
Engineering and Technology

Academy of Business and Health 
Services

Buchtel CLC
Academy of Global Industry & Design

Academy of Leadership & Innovation

Kenmore Garfield High School

Academy of Emerging  
Technology & Design 
Academy of Health & Human Services 

Ellet High School
Academy of Applied Engineering

Academy of Community Health & Safety

Academy of Global Marketing & Media 

National Inventors Hall of Fame 
STEM High School
Academy of Advanced Technology & 
Design
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Continued from page 64.
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