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New Homes Increasingly Offer 
Effi ciency, Sustainable Features
Article provided courtesy of NAHB

March 30, 2015 - During 
New Homes Month in April, the 
National Association of Home 
Builders (NAHB) is showing how 
new homes increasingly offer the 
energy-effi cient features home 
buyers seek. Surveys indicate that 
effi ciency is among the most-
wanted features of home buyers 
and that builders are responding 
to this demand.

 “Our builder members are 
telling us that more and more 
buyers are looking at new homes 
for their effi ciency in design 
and functionality,” said NAHB 
chairman Tom Woods, a home builder from Blue Springs, Mo. “Whether it’s improved 
insulation or sustainable building materials, today’s new homes can reach higher energy 
performance and greater durability than was possible even 20 years ago. And programs 
like the National Green Building Standard help consumers achieve their effi ciency 
needs.”

 As more Millennials enter the housing 
market, they are sharing what features are 
most likely to affect their home buying 
decisions. An NAHB survey revealed that 
Energy Star certifi cations are a priority for 
these home buyers. In fact, 84 percent of this 
group is willing to pay 2-3 percent more for an 
energy-effi cient home as long as they can see a 
return on their power bills.

 NAHB also surveyed home builders about 
the features they are most likely to include in 
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Kenneth Cleveland 1,053.5*
 Calvin Smith, Life Dir. 594.5
 Bob Knight 92
 Bill Post 66.5*
 John Sumodi 38.5
 Russ Sturgess 29
 Doug Leohr 21
 Mark Zollinger 10
 Ed Belair 3.0
 Mike Hudak 2
 Greg Th omas 1.5
 Todd Scott 1

 Ted Curran 1

Above list has been updated via the most 
current NAHB Spike Club Roster Report 
*Current Life Spike status

www.allconstructionohio.com
www.allconstructionohio.com
www.allconstructionohio.com
www.allconstructionohio.com
www.homesavings.com/mortgage-loans.aspx


Page 3April,, 2015             B U I L D I N G   B L O C K S              

 Page

Cover:  New Homes Increasingly Offer
 Effi ciency, Sustainable Features ................................................ Cover,3

Spike Club Update ...................................................................................2

Executive Director’s Letter .......................................................................4

New Enforcement for Fall Protection in
 Residential Construction ..................................................................6,7

Member News ..........................................................................................7

Legislative News ...................................................................................8,9

2015 Dates to Remember .........................................................................9

OHBA 2015 Trustees Seated -
 Developer Saves $300,000 ...................................................................9

Associate Parade Sponsors ................................................................10,11

21 Hot Housing Trends for 2015 ................................................ 12-14,16

Thank You Ken Cleveland .....................................................................13

New Home Sales Rise 7.8 Percent in February ......................................16

7 4 8   N .   C O U R T   S T .   •   M E D I N A ,   O H     4 4 2 5 6
Formerly Medina County Title Agency, Inc.  Locally owned and operated since 1967.

Mon. – Fri.  8:30 am – 5 pm
Evening/Sat. closings by appt.

Medina ..................(330) 725-4214
Cleveland ..............(330) 273-2943
Toll Free ................(800) 635-5512
Fax ........................(330) 725-3145

www.transfertitle.com

Complete Real Estate Title & Escrow 
Service Now Serving All of Ohio

Lee T. Skidmore, Esq., President
Robert C. Skidmore, Esq., V.P.

Title Insurance Policies 
Issued with Chicago Title 

Insurance Company 
& Old Republic Title

Buying, Selling, 
Building 

or Refi nancing?
Transfer Title is your 
local Title Company!

(Cover Story – Continued)

new homes they build this year. Four of 
the top 10 features focused on energy 
effi ciency: low-E windows, Energy 
Star-rated appliances and windows and 
programmable thermostats.

 Some home buyers are looking for 
even more sustainable features, prompting 
an increasing number of single-family 
and multifamily builders to deliver green 
homes. Green builders incorporate 
energy, water and resource effi ciency; 
improved indoor environmental quality 
and sustainable and locally sourced 
products into their projects.

 An NAHB survey of single-family 
home builders revealed that nearly 25 
percent of builders installed alternative 
energy-producing equipment in new 
construction. This includes geothermal 
heat pumps and photovoltaic solar 
panels. The current 30-percent tax credit 
available for homeowners who install this 
equipment is set to expire at the end of 
2016, which makes this a good time for 
interested buyers to consider purchases.

 Home buyers can access home 
buying and home building information 
and resources at nahb.org/forconsumers.

www.transfertitle.com
www.transfertitle.com
www.transfertitle.com
www.transfertitle.com
www.ffl.net/rgoodwin
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Your MCHBA member dues also 
cover these memberships:

4083 N. Jefferson Street
(located behind Kohl’s on Rt. 42)

Medina, OH  44256

Phone:  330/725-2371
Fax:  330/725-0461

www.medinacountyhba.com
info@medinacountyhba.com

John Sumodi, President
Jeremy Krahe

Michael Hudak
Greg Thomas

Douglas Krause
Doug Leohr

Katie Williams
Jeff Barnes
Jim Owen

David LeHotan

Jeremy Krahe
John Sumodi
Greg Thomas

Safety & Training
Sales & Marketing

Government Affairs
Building Codes

Subdivision Regulations
Katie Williams, Membership

Parade of Homes

Committees

Trustees

BoardofDirectors

Members and Friends:

Well, I’m sure it seemed like it would never happen, but Spring has 
fi nally arrived and will help you forget another cold, nasty winter that 
was not kind, to the homebuilding process.  But, now you can look 
forward to our annual Spring Parade of Homes coming May 2, 2015 
through May 17, 2015.

Cabin Fever will guarantee a great turnout to see these new homes. 
Since so many people spent time indoors this winter, they know exactly 
what they don’t like about their current home and we will have all the 
latest features on display to help them make the decision to buy a new 
home.

Something else to look forward to in warmer weather is our annual 
golf outing. Make sure you mark your calendar for Thursday, June 18, at 
Shale Creek in Medina to attend.  More information to come.

Respectfully:

Dave LeHotan
Volunteer Executive Director

From the Executive Director

www.wolffbros.com
www.wolffbros.com
www.wolffbros.com
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LOTS AND ACREAGE

FAIRLAWN
2830 Erie: .75 acre lot on dead end street 
in Fairlawn. Minutes to shopping/dining. 
Walking trail to Griffi th Park. Copley-Fairlawn 
CSD. Public utilities.  $58,900. Ryan Shaffer                
330-329-6904.

GRANGER
Western Reserve Homestead:  Restrictions – 
2200 sq.ft. min. Ranch / 2500 sq.ft. 2-story.

S/L 7 Windfall Rd. 2 acres, fl at lot. Highland 
LSD. Well/septic. South of Granger Rd. 
Minutes from 71/271.  $69,000. 

S/L 9 Granger Rd. 2.85 acres, fl at lot. Highland 
LSD. Well/septic. South of Granger Rd. 
Minutes from 71/271. $49,900. Gary Stouffer 
330-835-4900.
Millers Meadow: 6 beautiful lots remaining, 
3.5 to over 10 acres. Public water. Bring 
your own builder & create the home of your 
dreams. Highland LSD. Starting at $75,000.                     
Gary Stouffer 330-835-4900.
2+ acre lots in Granger Meadows starting at 
$39,900. Also 42.6 ac in Granger Twp $275,000. 
Bill Nice 330-571-4516.

HINCKLEY
River Rd:  Ravine, Creek, Waterfall. Over 
7 acre wooded lot. Pick a spot on your own 
private park to build. Borders Hinckley Hills 
Golf Course to East. Highland LSD. Between 
403 and 417 River Rd. $194,900. Ryan Shaffer 
330-329-6904.

MEDINA/LAFAYETTE 
TWP.

Dover Highlands: .3 ac lots available. Bring 
your builder or use preferred builder to 
affordably build the home of your dreams. 
Water/sewer. $49,500. Kathy Mansfi eld-Kimble 
330-813-3072.
7440 Chippewa: 2 acre wooded lot, babbling 
brook. Only 10 min. from Downtown Medina. 
Bring your own builder. Cloverleaf LSD. $39,900.                            
Ryan Shaffer 330-329-6904.

MONTVILLE
Maplewood Farm Development offers 7 beautiful 
lots, 2+ acres each, Medina Schools and septic 
approved starting at $39,000. Tom Boggs  330-322-
7500 or Gary Stouffer  330-835-4900.

RICHFIELD
Glencairn Forest:  Lots ranging from $109,900 
to $295,000. Breathtaking views. Scenic waterfalls, 
babbling brooks, lakes, stunning homes. Water/
sewer, tennis courts, playground. Easy access to 77 
& 271. Laura Horning Duryea 330-606-7131 or 
Gary Stouffer 330-835-4900.
3601 W Streetsboro Rd:  Nestled against Summit 
County Metro Parks.  10+ acres. 8-stall horse barn 
w/arena. Scenic rear ravine and rolling fi elds in 
the front. Bring your own builder. Gary Stouffer 
330-835-4900.

2802 Southern Rd.: Acreage available in Richfi eld. 
Revere LSD. Private wooded lot. Mineral rights 
transfer. Approx. 50’ frontage on Southern Rd. 
Well/septic. Gary Stouffer 330-835-4900.
4535 Killarney Dr.: 3.62 acres. Revere LSD. Private 
wooded lot. Bring your own builder. Minutes from 
77/271. Cul-de-sac. 2500 sq.ft. min. Well/septic. 
$74,900. Gary Stouffer 330-835-4900.

Tom Boggs – tomboggs1@gmail.com

Laura Horning Duryea – 
LauraDuryea@stoufferrealty.com

Regran Leedy – regranleedy@aol.com

Kathy Mansfi eld – 
kathymansfi eld@msn.com

Bill Nice – BNiceRealtor@aol.com

Enrique Arnedo Rojas – 
enriquearnedo@stoufferrealty.com

Ryan Shaffer –                                      
ryan@ryantshaffer.com 

Gary Stouffer – 
gstouffer@stoufferrealty.com

SHARON TOWNSHIP
The Ridge 5840 Spring Ridge Dr.:  2.36 acres. 
Highland LSD. Long rear views. Bring your 
own builder. Minutes from 77/71. Well/septic. 
$85,000. Gary Stouffer 330-835-4900.
Sharon Hts Development:  2+ acre private lots 
in Highland LSD featuring lake, wooded lots, & 
rolling hills to create your own dramatic backdrop. 
Many w/walkout potential. Minutes from 71/76. 
Bring your own builder. Well/septic. Starting 
at $62,650. Gary Stouffer 330-835-4900.

Blue Ridge Estates:  VL 15 Irene Rd. & Osage 
Tr. Great opportunity to build on private corner 
lot in Highland LSD. Peaceful & secluded. 
2 acres. Well/septic. $69,000. Gary Stouffer 
330-835-4900.

Blue Ridge Estates S/L 10 Gridle Rd & 
Irene: 2+ ac lot with scenic views. Well & 
septic. $59,900. Kathy Mansfield-Kimble 
330-813-3072.

STRONGSVILLE
Shenandoah Ridge:  Don’t miss your last 
chance to build in beautiful Shenandoah Ridge 
in Strongsville. Across from Strongsville HS. 
Close to shopping, dining & I-71, this .34 
acre partially wooded lot affords privacy and a 
wonderful location. Public utilities. Strongsville 
Schools. $47,000. Enrique Arnedo Rojas      
330-322-1528.

 WADSWORTH
1973 Greenwich Rd.: 58 acres in prime 
location. Water & sewer close. House, bank 
barn & other detached structures located on 6.5 
ac parcel. Additional land possible. $1,200,000. 
Kathy Mansfield-Kimble / Bud Wenger      
330-813-3072 or 330-714-4260.

Email Our Agents:

www.StoufferRealty.com

www.stoufferrealty.com
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New Enforcement for Fall Protection in 
Residential Construction

By:  Christopher Irwin, Safety & Risk Consultant

• 12 months to build

•  One loan for both construction 
phase and permanent mortgage

•  Always low rates, locked in when  
you apply. Find a better rate, we’ll  
match it and even lock it before  
they will*

*See conditions for Match ‘n Lock at thirdfederal.com or call 1-800-THIRD-FED. 
Product features subject to change.
3/14     ©2014 Third Federal

We’ve built the best 
Construction/ 

Perm Mortgage.

Brunswick
3890 Center Rd. 
Brunswick 44212
330-225-8855

Medina
4018A Medina Rd. 
Medina 44256
330-721-4593
877-604-1166

Since 1995, the Occupational Safety 
and Health ADministration (OSHA) 
has required employees working in 
residential construction, who are exposed 
to fall hazards greater than six feet, to be 
protected by conventional fall protection, 
i.e., standard guardrails, safety net 
systems, or personal fall arrest systems.  In 
June of 1999, OSHA instituted the Plain 
language revision of OSHA Instruction 
STD 3.1, Interim Fall Protection 
Compliance Guidelines for Residential 
Construction.  Simply stated, this interim 
guideline permited employers engaged 
in residential construction to use non-
conventional fall protection measures 
without having to show infeasibility 
of conventional fall protection, or that 
conventional fall protection created a 
greater hazard to the worker.

As of June 16, 2011, OSHA has 
rescinded STD 3.1, Interim Fall 
Protection Compliance Guidelines for 
Residential Construction and replaced 
it with STED 03-11-002, Compliance 
Guidelines for Residential Construction.  

Under this new policy, employers 
engaged in residential construction must 
comply with 29 CFR 1926.501(b)(13).

Key changes addressed by the new 
compliance guidelines include:

•  Employers will need to follow 29 
CFR 1926 Subpart M Fall Protection 
Regulations.

•  Employers will be required to 
demonstrate the infeasibility of the 
required conventional fall protection 
systems OR that such systems create 
a greater hazard if using alternative fall 
protection measures and a fall protection 
plan.

•  The employer has the burden of 
establishing that it is appropriate to 
implement a fall protection plan.

•  A qualifi ed person (i.e., person with 
a degree or extensive experience and who 
has the ability to solve fall protection 
problems at the jobsite) must develop a 
site-specifi c, written fall protection plan 
when alternative fall protection methods 
are used.

A single, written fall protection plan 

can be developed for repetitive use (e.g., 
for a particular style or model of home), 
as long as the plan fully addresses all 
issues related to fall protection at each 
site.

•  The use of alternative fall protection 
measures is limited to “residential 
constructino,” meaning 1) the end-use of 
the structure being built is a home (i.e., 
a dwelling); and 2) the structure being 
built is constructed using traditiona. 
wood frame construction materials and 
methods (which also includes cold-
formed sheet metal stud framing and 
masonry brick or block construction).

•  Slide guards will no longer 
be permitted to be used in lieu of 
conventional fall protection methods 
during roofi ng work (removal, repair, or 
installation of wetaherproofi ng roofi ng 
materials, such as shingles, tile, and tar 
paper).  However, slide guards may be 
used as part of a written, site-specifi c 
fall protection plan that meets the 
requirements of 29 CFR 1926.502(k) if 

(Article continued on next page)

www.sundanceltd.com
www.thirdfederal.com
www.thirdfederal.com
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MPW Construction Services – 
LaGrange

Northeast Ohio Media Group – 
Cleveland

Rolling & Hocevar, Inc. – Medina
Sundance, LTD – Copley
Yorktowne Heating & Air 

Conditioning – Medina

Renewed Associates

Know someone interested in joining the 
Medina County HBA?  Call with their 
information and we’ll send them out a 
member packet (330.725.2371), or they 
can visit our website and download our 
membership application and submit 
with their check to join.

Knight Development Corporation – 
Hinckley

Suppes Homes – Wooster
Windridge Homes Limited –Medina
Zollinger Builders – Smithville

Renewed Builders

Members ... 
Remember, whenever 
possible, always try to 

do business with a fellow 
member and support your 

Medina County HBA & 
local community!

(Fall Protection - 
Continued from previous page)

the employer can demonstrate that the 
use of conventional fall protection would 
be infeasible OR create greater hazards.

•  When roofi ng work is performed on 
low-slope roofs (i.e., 4 inch 12 pitch or 
less), safety monitoring systems can still 
be used in conjunction with a warning 
line system to protect workers on the 
roof.  When such a roof is 50 feet or less 
in width, a safety monitoring system can 
be used alone and without a warning line 
system.  Safety monitoring systems must 
meet the requirements of OSHA 29 
CFR 1926.502(h).

If an employer is not complying 
with either the new directive or the old 
directive, the OSHA Area Director shall 
issue appropriate citations.

For additional compliance assistance, 
OSHA has developed a Residential Fall 
Protection Web page at:  www.osha.gov/
doc/topics/residentialprotection/index.
html.

www.blochbuildingllc.com
www.blochbuildingllc.com
www.blochbuildingllc.com
www.mpwcs.com
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HB 77 CONTRACTOR 
REGISTRATION

HB 77 would require registration of 
home improvement contractors.  The 
bill is a pared down version of the home 
contractor licensing bill considered last 
session.  The bill sponsor Bill Patmon of 
Cleveland presented sponsor testimony to 
the House Commerce and Labor Com-
mittee this week.  In short, he told the 
committee there has been an increase in 
under qualifi ed and fraudulent contracting 
experiences in his district and throughout the state.  He feels it is a serious situation 

and the industry must be regulated.
The bill applies to home improve-

ment and new home construction is 
exempt.  Aside from an insurance re-
quirement the bill does not do much 
more than require registration and 
presenting the registration information 
to prospective customers.

The bill will be heard over the next 
few weeks and the committee chair will 
gauge if there is support from his com-
mittee members.  OHBA Remodelers 
Chair will be presenting interested party 
testimony at the next hearing.

BUDGET/TAX BILL HEARD
HB 64 the Biennial Budget bill re-

ceived strong negative reactions from a 
stream of witnesses this week.  Most of 
the concern centers on increases to the 
CAT and sales tax.  Intensive hearings 
are expected over the next month.

Bills introduced:
SB 58 - permits owners of household 

sewage systems to elect not to connect 
to a private sewage system under certain 

circumstances.
SB 109 - Tavares (Columbus) - to 

authorize townships to levy impact fees 
on new development.

OPPONENT TESTIMONY 
HEARD ON HB 77 
CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION

The House Commerce and Labor 
Committee held its third hearing this 
week and heard from several opponents of 
HB 77, including NARI and the HBA of 
Greater Cincinnati.  Following testimony 
and questions from the committee, there 
was agreement a problem exists with 
unscrupulous contractors, but that a very 
simple registration would not be enough 
to have much impact on dealing with this 
problem.  As a result, it appears the goal of 
the Committee is to work on some form of 
more meaningful enforcement.   OHBA 
continues to be in close contact with the 
Chairman on any changes to the bill.  

34457 E ROYALTON ROAD
COLUMBIA STATIO, OH  44028

P: 440-748-2104 | F: 440-748-3688748 2104 | F: 440 748
84lumber.com

34457 E ROYALTON ROAD34457 E ROYALTON ROAD
COLUMBIA STATIO,, OH  44028

P: 440 8-3688-748-2104 | F: 440-748

(Legislative News – 
Continued on next page)

www.idcreativeltd.com
www.idcreativeltd.com
www.idcreativeltd.com
www.84lumber.com
www.84lumber.com
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RCAC CONSIDERS PETITION TO ADOPT NEW ELECTRIC CODE
At its meeting this week, the RCAC considered a petition submitted by NFPA and 

NEC with support from several other interested groups urging the RCAC to adopt the 
most recent version of the National Electric Code (2014 NEC).   After some heated 
questioning and discussion on the submittal, the Chairman appointed a subcommit-
tee to further review the 2014 NEC.  There were several concerns raised with some of 
the new code provisions, including additional GFCI protected outlets, as well as, the 
cost data submitted with the petition.  OHBA reminded the committee it is under no 
mandate to adopt a new code, and has the authority to change/amend as it see fi t for 
Ohio.  The subcommittee has been scheduled to meet prior to the next RCAC meeting 
on April 22nd.  

Please contact OHBA with any comments or concerns you may have on the NEC.

SUBSTITUTE BILL EXPECTED IN BUDGET PROCESS
As the legislature prepares to break, the House will likely make a substitute bill avail-

able when they return.  After several hearings and volumes of testimony, it appears the 
substitute HB 64 will include drastic changes to what was initially proposed.   There 
has been much discussion on what the substitute will include, but any details remain 
unknown.  OHBA continues to follow numerous provisions of HB 64.

Please contact OHBA with any questions.

Executive Vice President’s Column
by Vincent J. Squillace, CAE

Executive Vice President

2015 Trustees Seated - 
Developer Saves $300,000

With the March Board of Trustees Meeting a new group of offi cers were seated.  They 
join the previously elected offi cers and committee chairs who have charted a course to 
keep OHBA on its path of success serving the industry and our association.  

Our meeting focused on a number of important issues as well as providing some 
sound technical advice on current building trends.  The legislature is busy working on 
the multibillion dollar state budget and reviewing a number of controversial business 
tax shifts.  A home improvement contractor registration bill is being considered and a 
number of costly code changes have been requested of the Residential Code Advisory 
Committee.

We also heard from practitioners in the land development world who fi nd new 
regulations are being considered at a dizzying pace.  Government Affairs Chair Bill 
Martin told the board our top priorities this year are easing the burden of environmental 
regulations on lot development and continued support of the heroic work of the 
Residential Code Advisory Committee fending off costly code additions.

And about that $300,000.  A developer felt a requirement involving that amount in 
stream mitigation may be unfounded.   He contacted the OHBA team and we addressed 
it with the OEPA.  Turns out the agency lacked authority to impose it.  Problem solved.  
Not your typical request for help but it clearly demonstrates the value of a strong 
association capable of serving the industry on such issues.

(Legislative News – Continued from previous page)

May 2-17, 2015            
Spring Parade of Homes – 
Attention All Builders - if you 
are building homes in Medina 
County, you can’t afford to 
miss being in this event.  More 
information to come, but mark 
these dates on your calendar 
and plan to participate!

June 18, 2015              
Annual Golf Outing – 
Attention all golfers (and 
non-golfers), our annual 
Golf Outing will be held on 
Thursday, June 18th at Shale 
Creek.  Mark your calendars, 
plan to attend, and watch for 
more details to come!

2015Dates 
ToRemember

www.paramountplumbinginc.com
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Our 2015 Spring Parade of 
Homes Event Sponsors!

Jeff Brady / Jeff Barnes
330.784.5441

Carter Lumber of Akron
172 N. Case Ave., Akron 44305

jbrady@carterlumber.com
www.carterlumber.com

The Medina County Home 
Builders Association would like 
to take this opportunity to thank 
each and every one of our sponsors 
and supporters of the Spring 
Parade of Homes.  Your response 
continues to be unprecedented and 
your participation will enable us to 
promote this event in a way we have 
only dreamed of over the past few 
years.

As I’m sure most of you are aware, 
there is a lot of activity in Medina 
County and your support will keep 
that momentum rolling.

Be sure to take time to visit 
each of the model homes being 

friends and neighbors and show your 
support that way.

We would like to thank all of 
our Parade Builders as well for 
continuing to participate in this 
event that puts our association at the 
forefront of residential construction 
in Northeast Ohio.  Participants for 
this event include:  Artisan Building 
and Design, LLC, Bridgeport 
Custom Homes & Design, Legacy 
Homes of Medina, Legacy Homes 
of BriarThorn, Mason Builders, 
Renovation Homes dba Landmark 
Homes, Straub Homes, Inc., Taeler-
Made Construction, Inc., and 
Windridge Homes.

Bob Giacomo
330.887.8413

Westfi eld Center, Ohio
robertgiacomo@westfi eldgrp.com

www.westfi eld-bank.com

MAJOR EVENT SPONSORS

presented.  The builders have made 
a huge commitment themselves to 
being in this Parade, even some of 
the homeowners have allowed their 
homes to be presented as well.  The 
best way we can support them, aside 
from what all of you have already 
done, is to tour the homes, tell your 

www.carterlumber.com
www.westfield-bank.com
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New Construction • Additions
Remodeling • Service

Light Commercial
330-336-1096

www.paramountplumbinginc.com

Sean Smith, Sales Manager
41807 State Route 18

Wellington, OH 44090
440.213.0230 • www.mpwcs.com

Dave LeHotan
945 Industrial Parkway, N.

Brunswick, OH  44212
330.220.6666

www.allconstructionohio.com

Brunswick
3890 Center Rd.

Brunswick, OH 44212
330-225-8855

Medina
4018A Medina Rd.
Medina, OH 44256

330-721-4593 • 877-604-1166

Tom Ostrander
440.320.3472

34457 E. Royalton Rd.
Columbia Station

ostandert@84lumber.com
www.84lumber.com

Call Tom today at
330-725-0825

www.yorktowneheating.com

Your Name &
Logo Here

Call the HBA 
Offi ce today

at
330-725-2371

HOME TECHNOLOGY 
MADE SIMPLE

1513 S. Cleveland-Massillon Rd.
Copley, OH 44321

Chris Chatterelli • 330.665.0387
www.SundanceLTD.com

Ron Goodwin
330.607.0943

rgoodwin@ffl .net
www.FFL.net/rgoodwin

Sam Livingston, ABR® & 
e-PRO® Certifi ed Agent
The EZ Sales Team at 
Keller Williams GCW

216.659.1540
www.ezsalesteam.com

www.yorktowneheating.com
www.sundanceltd.com
www.yorktowneheating.com
www.paramountplumbinginc.com
www.mpwcs.com
www.mpwcs.com
www.mpwcs.com
www.ezsalesteam.com
www.ffl.net/rgoodwin
www.allconstructionohio.com
www.84lumber.com
www.thirdfederal.com
www.thirdfederal.com
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21 Hot Housing 
Trends for 2015

Everyone wants to be hip, and the latest trends in design can help 
distinguish one home from another. And it’s not all fl ash; many 
new home fads are geared to pare maintenance and energy use 
and deliver information faster. Here’s a look at what’s coming.
Article by Barbara Ballinger, Realtor Mag

This time of the year, we hear from just about every sector of the economy what’s 
expected to be popular in the coming year. Foodies with their fi ngers on the pulse of 
the restaurant industry and hot TV chefs will tell us to say goodbye to beet-and-goat 
cheese salad and hello roasted caulifl ower, and there’s no end to the gadgets touted as 
the next big thing.

In real estate, however, trends typically come slowly, often well after they appear in 
commercial spaces and fashion. And though they may entice buyers and sellers, remind 
them that trends are just that—a change in direction that may captivate, go mainstream, 
then disappear (though some will gain momentum and remain as classics). Which way 
they’ll go is hard to predict, but here are 21 trends that experts expect to draw great 
appeal this year:

1.  Coral shades. A blast of a new color is 
often the easiest change for sellers to make, 
offering the biggest bang for their buck. 
Sherwin-Williams says Coral Reef (#6606) 
is 2015’s color of the year because it refl ects 
the country’s optimism about the future. “We 
have a brighter outlook now that we’re out of 
the recession. But this isn’t a bravado color; 
it’s more youthful, yet still sophisticated,” says 
Jackie Jordan, the company’s director of color 
marketing. She suggests using it outside or on 
an accent wall. Pair it with crisp white, gray, or similar saturations of lilac, green, and 
violet.

2.  Open spaces go mainstream. An open fl oor plan may feel like old hat, but it’s 
becoming a wish beyond the young hipster demographic, so you’ll increasingly see 
this layout in traditional condo buildings and single-family suburban homes in 2015. 
The reason? After the kitchen became the home’s hub, the next step was to remove 

all walls for greater togetherness. Design 
experts at Nurzia Construction Corp. 
recommend going a step further and 
adding windows to better meld indoors 
and outdoors.

3.  Off-the-shelf plans. Buyers who 
don’t want to spend time or money for a 
custom house have another option. House 
plan companies offer myriad blueprints 
to modify for site, code, budget, and 
climate conditions, says James Roche, 
whose Houseplans.com fi rm has 40,000 
choices. There are lots of companies to 
consider, but the best bets are ones that 
are updating layouts for today’s wish 
lists—open-plan living, multiple master 
suites, greater energy effi ciency, and 
smaller footprints for downsizers (in 
fact, Roche says, their plans’ average now 
is 2,300 square feet, versus 3,500 a few 
years ago). Many builders will accept 
these outsiders’ plans, though they may 
charge to adapt them.

4.  Freestanding tubs. Freestanding 
tubs may conjure images of Victorian-
era opulence, but the newest iteration 
from companies like Kohler shows a cool 
sculptural hand. One caveat: Some may 
fi nd it hard to climb in and out. These 
tubs complement other bathroom trends: 
open wall niches and single wash basins, 
since two people rarely use the room 
simultaneously.

5.  Quartzite. While granite still 
appeals, quartzite is becoming the new 
hot contender, thanks to its reputation 
as a natural stone that’s virtually 
indestructible. It also more closely 
resembles the most luxe classic—
marble—without the drawbacks of 
staining easily. Quartzite is moving ahead 
of last year’s favorite, quartz, which is also 
tough but is manmade.

6.  Porcelain fl oors. If you’re going 

(Article continued on next page)
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Ken Cleveland recently made a 
second very generous donation to 
the Medina County Home Builders 
Association.  

Ken is a charter member of our 
association and one of the founding 
fathers which helped create the Medina 
County HBA back in 1973 - 40 years 
ago.  Ken Cleveland is our top spike 
member and has shown unending 
support for our association and all 
it stands for.  Without his support 
over the years, the organization may 
not have survived - for which we are 
grateful!

We congratulate Ken Cleveland 
for his continued support of our 
Association and sincerely thank him 
for his generous donations.

Thank you 
Ken Cleveland For 

Continuing to Make 
a Difference on 

Behalf of the Medina 
County Home 

Builders Association!

to go with imitation wood, porcelain will 
be your 2015 go-to. It’s less expensive 
and wears as well as or better than the 
real thing, says architect Stephen Alton. 
Porcelain can be found in traditional 
small tiles or long, linear planks. It’s also 
available in numerous colors and textures, 
including popular one-color combos with 

(Article continued on next page)

www.ezsalesteam.com
www.ezsalesteam.com
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slight variations for a hint of differentiation. Good places to use this material are high-
traffi c rooms, hallways, and areas exposed to moisture.

7.  Almost Jetson-ready. Prices have come down for technologies such as web-
controlled security cameras and motion sensors for pets. Newer models are also easier 
to install and operate since many are powered by batteries, rather than requiring an 
electrician to rewire an entire house,says Bob Cooper at Zonoff, which offers a software 
platform that allows multiple smart devices to communicate with each other. “You no 
longer have to worry about different standards,” Cooper says.

8.  Charging stations. With the size of electronic devices shrinking and the 
proliferation of Wi-Fi, demand for large desks and separate home offi ce is waning. 
However, home owners still need a dedicated space for charging devices, and the most 
popular locations are a corner of a kitchen, entrance from the garage, and the mud 
room. In some two-story Lexington Homes plans, a niche is set aside on a landing 
everyone passes by daily.

9.  Multiple master suites. Having two master bedroom suites, each with its own 
adjoining bathroom, makes a house work better for multiple generations. Such an 
arrangement allows grown children and aging parents to move in for long- or short-
term stays, but the arrangement also welcomes out-of-town guests, according to Nurzia 
Construction. When both suites are located on the main level, you hit the jackpot.

10.  Fireplaces and fi re pits. The sight of a fl ame—real or faux—has universal appeal 
as a signal of warmth, romance, and togetherness. New versions on the market make 
this amenity more accessible with more compact design and fewer venting concerns. 
This year, be on the lookout for the latest iteration on this classic: chic, modern takes 
on the humble wood stove.

11.  Wellness systems. Builders are now addressing environmental and health 
concerns with holistic solutions, such as heat recovery ventilation systems that fi lter air 
continuously and use little energy, says real estate developer Gregory Malin of Troon 
Pacifi c. Other new ways to improve healthfulness include lighting systems that utilize 
sunshine, swimming pools that eschew chlorine and salt by featuring a second adjacent 
pool with plants and gravel that cleanse water, and edible gardens starring ingredients 
such as curly blue kale.

12.  Storage. The new buzzword 
is “specialized storage,” placed right 
where it’s needed. “Home owners want 
everything to have its place,” says designer 
Jennifer Adams. More home owners are 
increasingly willing to pare the dimensions 
of a second or third bedroom in order to 
gain a suitably sized walk-in closet in their 
master bedroom, Alton says. In a kitchen, 
it may mean a “super pantry”—a butler’s 
pantry on steroids with prep space, open 

storage, secondary appliances, and even 
a room for wrapping gifts. “It minimizes 
clutter in the main kitchen,” says architect 
Fred Wilson of Morgante-Wilson.

13.  Grander garages. According to 
Troon Pacifi c, the new trends here include 
bringing the driveway’s material into 
the garage, temperature controls, sleek 
glass doors, specialized zones for home 
audiovisual controls, and a big sink or tub 
to wash pets. For home owners with deeper 

pockets, car lifts have gone residential 
so extra autos don’t have to be parked 
outside.

14.  Keyless entry. Forget your key 
(again)? No big deal as builders start 
to switch to biometric fi ngerprint door 
locks with numerical algorithms entered 
in a database. Some systems permit home 
owners to track who entered and when, 
says Malin of Troon Pacifi c.

15.  Water conservation. The 
concerns of drought-ravaged California 
are spreading nationwide. Home owners 
can now purchase rainwater harvesting 
tanks and cisterns, graywater systems, 
weather-controlled watering stations, 
permeable pavers, drought-tolerant 
plants, and no- or low-mow grasses.

16.  Salon-style walls. Instead of 
displaying a few distinct pieces on a wall, 
the “salon style” trend features works 
from fl oor to ceiling and wall-to-wall. 
Think Parisian salon at the turn of the 
century. HGTV designer Taniya Nayak 
suggests using a common denominator 
for cohesiveness, such as the same mat, 
frame color, or subject matter. Before she 
hangs works, she spaces them four to fi ve 
inches apart, starting at the center and at 
eye level and working outward, then up 
and down. She uses Frog Tape to test the 
layout since it doesn’t take paint off walls. 
Artist Francine Turk also installs works 
this way, but prefers testing the design on 
the fl oor like a big jigsaw puzzle.

17.  Cool copper. First came pewter; 
then brass made a comeback. The 2015 
“it” metal is copper, which can exude 
industrial warmth in large swaths or 
judiciously in a few backsplash tiles, 
hanging fi xture, or pots dangling 
from a rack. The appeal comes from 

(Housing Trends article – continued from previous page)

(Article continued on page 16)
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the popularity of industrial chic, which 
Restoration Hardware’s iconic style has 
helped promote, says designer Tom Segal.

18.  Return to human scale. During 
the McMansion craze, kitchens got so 
big they almost required skates to get 
around. This year we’ll see a return to a 
more human, comfortable scale, says Mark 
Cutler, chief designer of design platform 
nousDecor. In many living or family rooms 
that will mean just enough space for one 
conversation grouping, and in kitchens one 

set of appliances, fewer countertops, and smaller islands.
19.  Luxury 2.0. Getting the right 

amount of sleep can improve alertness, 
mood, and productivity, according to 
the National Sleep Foundation. With 
trendsetters such as Arianna Huffi ngton 
touting the importance of sleep, there’s no 
doubt this particular health concern will go 
mainstream this year. And there’s no space 
better to indulge the desire for quality 
rest than in a bedroom, says designer 
Jennifer Adams. “Everyone is realizing the 
importance of comfort, quality sleep, and 
taking care of yourself,” she says. To help, 
Adams suggests stocking up on luxury bedding, a new mattress, comfortable pillows, 
and calming scents.

20.  Shades of white kitchens. Despite 
all the variations in colors and textures for 
kitchen counters, backsplashes, cabinets, 
and fl ooring, the all-white kitchen still 
gets the brass ring. “Seven out of 10 of our 
kitchens have some form of white painted 
cabinetry,” says builder Peter Radzwillas. 
What’s different now is that all-white does 
not mean the same white, since variations 
add depth and visual appeal. White can 
go from stark white to creamy and beyond 
to pale blue-gray, says Radzwillas. He also 
notes that when cabinets are white, home 

owners can choose bigger, bolder hardware.
21.  Outdoor living. Interest in spending time outdoors keeps mushrooming, and 

2015 will hold a few new options for enhancing the space, including outdoor showers 
adjacent to pools and hot tubs along with better-equipped roof decks for urban dwellers. 
Also expect to see improvements in perks for pets, such as private dog runs and wash 
stations, says landscape architect Jean Garbarini of Damon Farber Associates.

While it’s fun to be au courant with the latest trends, it’s also wise to put what’s 
newest in perspective for your clients. Remind them that the ultimate decision to 
update should hinge on their needs and budgets, not stargazers’ tempting predictions.

New Home Sales 
Rise 7.8 Percent in 
February
 
March 24, 2015 - Sales of newly built, 
single-family homes rose 7.8 percent 
in February to a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 539,000 units from an 
upwardly revised January reading, 
according to newly released data by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and the U.S. Census 
Bureau. This is the highest sales pace 
since February 2008.

“Today’s numbers are a great start to the 
spring buying season,” said Tom Woods, 
chairman of the National Association 
of Home Builders (NAHB) and a 
home builder from Blue Springs, Mo. 
“Hopefully, this is an indicator of how 
the rest of the year will fare.”

“Most sales activity continues to be 
among existing home owners who are 
trading up to new construction and 
taking advantage of low mortgage rates,” 
said NAHB Chief Economist David 
Crowe. “First-time home buyers remain 
absent from the market, restricted by 
tight lending conditions.”

The inventory of new homes for sale 
was at 210,000 in February, which is a 
4.7-month supply at the current sales 
pace.

Regionally, new home sales increased 
152.9 percent in the Northeast and 10.1 
percent in the South. Sales dropped 6 
percent in the West and 12.9 percent in 
the Midwest.

Article reprinted from NAHB.org

(Housing Trends article – continued from page 14)
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To learn more, contact our mortgage team 
today at 1.800.368.8930 or visit us online at

Westfield Bank Mortgage Solutions

Westfield Bank has mortgage solutions that fit your specific needs. From mortgage loans to refinancing, we offer 
personalized service with the strength and stability of a leading bank. Westfield Bank will put your needs in the 
forefront and provide a simplistic experience.

www.westfield-bank.com

Here’s how Westfield Bank 
makes things easier:

professionals

we work closely 
with you, your real estate agent and all parties in the 
transaction

Mortgage products and services:

www.westfield-bank.com
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