PASTOR: REV. EDWARD BURBA
St. Anthony of Padua Parish
83 Mosser Place, Akron, Ohio 44310
Phone: 330-762-7277
WEB: www.stanthony-akron.com
E-MAIL: rectory@stanthony-akron.org

December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent

MONDAY December 24 Advent Weekday
4:00pm Rita Pignatelli by Bart Pignatelli & family
9:00pm Intention of the Celebrant

TUESDAY December 25 The Nativity of the Lord

8:30am  For the Parishioners

10:30am Elena Ricchiutti by Shannon & Giovanni
Ricchiutti

WEDNESDAY December 26 St. Stephen, Martyr
No Scheduled Mass at St. Anthony Church

THURSDAY December 27 Advent Weekday
No Scheduled Mass at St. Anthony Church

FRIDAY December 28 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
8:30am Mary & Al Lutz by sons Joe & Emil

SATURDAY December 29 St. Thomas Becket, Bishop

4:00pm  The Intention of St. Anthony of Padua
by Joan Kunkler
and
Frank Sinopoli by Gabriella Donatelli
5:00pm  Confessions

SUNDAY December 30 The Holy family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
8:30am For the Parishioners
10:30am Ernesto & Lucia Padula by Mollica family
The ACME CASH BACK PROGRAM ENDS DEC. 29, 2018.
Please send in your receipts as soon as possible!
No Senior Luncheon Dec 27 due to Christmas.
Luncheons resume January 10, 2019.
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ATTENTION: Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, Ushers and Choir Members:

All lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
Ushers and Choir Members are asked to please pick up a
Christmas bottle of wine located in the sacristy hallway.

A small gift to thank you for your invaluable service during
our Masses!

The 2019 Saint Anthony Church Parish Calendars are now
available and can be picked up in the back of the Church.
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There are NO Saints Movie Nights, December thru
February, due to the cold winter weather. We will resume
in March, weather permitting. Look forward to seeing you
all then.

Our Lady of Victory Parish is offering a six-week initiative
entitled Catholics Returning Home beginning Wednesday,
January 16, 2019 from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in the Parish Center
Library. Catholics Returning Home is an opportunity for
anyone wishing to bring healing to their relationships
whether with God, His Church, others or even within their
own hearts. The address is 73 North Avenue in Tallmadge.
For additional information, please call 330-633-3637.

A six-week Bereavement Support Series will begin Tuesday,
January 15, 2019 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at Our Lady of
Victory Parish Center, 73 North Ave., Tallmadge. The
evenings will provide insight, understanding and support to
those who mourn the loss of a loved one. Many common
issues surrounding grief and healing will be discussed,
grounded in faith and surrounded by those who care and
understand. For more information or to register please call
330-633-3672.

Sunday, December 16, 2018-------- - $9889.00
Thank you for your generosity!

Monday, December 24

e The parish office will be closed.

e School is closed from December 24 to Jan. 7.
On Behalf of Fr. Burba, the Religious Teachers Filippini
and the staff of St. Anthony, have a very blessed and
Merry Christmas with your loved ones.
The Parish office will be closed on Monday, December 24
and Tuesday, December 25 for Christmas.
REMEMBER, you can recycle all your Christmas paper
wrapping and boxes by putting them in our GREEN recycle
bin in the Church parking lot. Proceeds benefit our St.
Monica Society.
FIRST FRIDAY CLUB OF GREATER AKRON: The First Friday
Club of Akron will meet on Friday, January 11, 2019 at
Tangier Restaurant, 532 W. Market St., Akron 44303, and
will feature Larry Williams, Director of Athletics of the
University of Akron. The cost of the luncheon program is
$20.00. Doors open at 11:00 a.m.; the program begins at
noon, and ends promptly at 1:00 PM. Reservations required
by calling the office, or on the website. For additional
information, call 330-535-7668 or visit
www.firstfridayclubofgreaterakron.org .
What Would You Ask Our Bishop? What would you ask
Bishop Perez if he was sitting at your kitchen table? To be
part of Table Talk with Bishop Nelson Perez, submit your
questions to tabletalk@am1260therock.com by January 1st.
The next episode of Table Talk on AM 1260 The Rock will
air January 17* at 5pm and will be re-broadcast January
19" at 1pm and January 20*" at noon.

e e e e e s s sk e ol e e e ke ok s e sk sk sk e e e sk s sk e e e ke e e e e e ke ok sl ke ok e ke ok e ok e e e e e e e e e de ke de e de e dek ke e ek e

New Year’s Eve Retreat: Transitions and Transformations:
Monday, December 31-Tuesday, January 1.

Presented by Sr. Rosemarie Carfagna, OSU.

Join us at Jesuit Retreat Center for a peaceful and
prayerful celebration of the New Year. We will explore
transitions and transformations through Scriptural
reflections on personal turning points during the past year
and in the year to come. Time for presentation, silent
prayer and group sharing. Rosemarie Carfagna is an
Ursuline sister with experience in college teaching,
spiritual direction and retreat work. She has a doctoral
degree in spirituality and is the author of several books,
most recently “Crisis and Contemplation”.

Individually Directed Retreats are a time of sacred silence,
an invitation to step away from the stress and demands of
daily responsibilities, and an opportunity to deepen your
relationship with God through prayer. A spiritual director
will accompany you and meet with you daily to offer
guidance based on Ignatian spirituality. IDR cost includes
room, board and director's stipend. Daily Mass and
Reconciliation are available. Arrival on January 6 is
between 10:30 am - 12:00 noon. The silence of the retreat
begins after lunch and there will be Mass on the opening
day. Departure on January 13 is mid-morning, after the
closing Mass. Priority is given to those who can attend the
full retreat. However, you may contact Jesuit Retreat
Center about availability and pricing options for a shorter
retreat during this time. visit www.jrh-cleveland.org

or call 440-884-9300.
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Bulletins by locally owned business:
Akron Monument & Granite Co.
Jim Leone, owner

590 E. Tallmadge Ave, Akron 44310
Hennessy Funeral Home
Terry Hennessy Il - Owner

552 N. Main Street, Akron 44310
Corner of York and Main



Calendan

Monday
DECEMBER 24
Advent Weekday
2 Sm 7:1-5,
8b-12, 14a, 16
Lk 1:67-79

Tuesday
DECEMBER 25
Christmas
Is 52:7-10
Heb 1:1-6
Jn 1:1-18 or
Jn 1:1-5, 9-14
Wednesday
DECEMBER 26
St. Stephen,
The First Martyr
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59
Mt 10:17-22

Thursday
DECEMBER 27
St. John, Apostle
and Evangelist
1Jn1:1-4
Jn 20:1a and 2-8

Friday
DECEMBER 28
The Holy Innocents,
Martyrs
1Jn1:5-2:2
Mt 2:13-18

Saturday
DECEMBER 29
Fifth Day in the

Octave of Christmas

1Jn 2:3-11

Lk 2:22-35

Sunday

DECEMBER 30
The Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or
1Sm 1:20-22, 24-28
Col 3:12-21 or
Col 3:12-17 or
1]n3:1-2, 21-24
Lk 2:41-52
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Dearn Padre,

Our parish is big into nighttime services.
We have the Advent vespers and, of course,
Midnight Mass. Is there a reason for doing

these services at night?

oth Advent vespers and Midnight Mass center on our expectation of

Jesus coming into our midst as the Light of the World. The vespers
prayer is usually celebrated at dusk, as day is turning into night. The service
proclaims that the darkness of night will not conquer the Light of Jesus.
Christian tradition holds that the ecclesiastical day begins at sunset, in accord
with Genesis 1:5: “Evening
came, and morning followed—
the first day.” Vespers, or the
Office of Evening, is the first
hour of the new Church day.

Both the vespers and the
Mass at midnight call us to
embrace a new beginning,
which is Jesus the Light.

This imagery is especially
appropriate considering the
arrival of the winter solstice. In the beginning of Advent, the nights grow
progressively longer. Then, right before Christmas, the winter solstice marks
the light’s reclaiming of the world.

In the early centuries of Christianity, people from the countryside would
gather on Christmas Eve in the warmth of the great monastery church.
They would go to confession, be forgiven, sing of the newborn Savior, and
participate in the Eucharist. After Eucharist, they would join in a great
feast that lasted until sunrise. When you celebrate at Midnight Mass this
year, recall that you are proclaiming that Jesus the Light has conquered the
darkness again—this year and forever.

—Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Werd From Pope Francis

Jesus keeps knocking on our doors, the doors of our lives. He
doesn’t do this by magic, with special effects, with flashing lights
and fireworks. Jesus keeps knocking on our door in the faces of our

brothers and sisters, in the faces of our neighbors, in the faces of those at our side.

—Meeting the homeless, Washington, DC, September 24, 2015
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